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' the old smell remained    the yeasty smell of fresh brewed
beer, scrubbed floors, and a very faint, almost imperceptible
scent of faded thyme.   It was as though he had last left
this house at dawn only the other day.  Yet in reality how
' long ago it was . . .
He suppressed a sigh and deliberately began to roll
himself a cigarette. But for some reason his fingers trembled,
and he sprinkled the tobacco over his knees.
Aksinia hurriedly laid the table. The cold vermicelli had
to be warmed up. She ran to the shed for firewood and,
panting and rather pale, began to build up the fire at the
front of the stove. She blew on the coals, sending the
sparks flying, yet she managed to take a look at the huddled,
silently smoking Gregor.
" How did your affairs go ?   Did you settle everything ? "
<f Everything went well."
" Why did Dunia get it into her head that they were sure
to arrest you ? She gave me a fright too."
Gregor frowned, and threw his cigarette away with a
gesture of irritation.
" Mikhail's been blowing in her ear ! It's he who's making
it all up, and calling do\yn trouble on my head/'
Aksinia went to the table. He took her by the
hands.
{f But you know," he said, looking down into her eyes,
" my affairs aren't in too good a way. As I went into the
Political Department I myself thought I wouldn't be coming
out again. There's no denying it, I did command a division
during the rising, and I was a squadron commander. Such
as me are taken up at once/'
" But what did they say to you ? "
" They gave me a form to fill in, and I had to tell all I
bad done during my service. But I'm not much of a hand
rtath the pen. I haven't had to do much writing in my time,
md I sat there a couple of hours describing all my past.
Then two others came into the room, and asked all about
,he rising. They were all right, quite friendly sorts. The
>lder man asked me. ' Would you like some tea ? Only
you'll have to have saccharine/ ' What do I want tea for/
[ thought. ' So long as my legs get me away from you
vhole ! ' " He was silent for a moment, then added con-